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David M. Cieslak, 
CPA.CITP, CGMA, GSEC
RKL eSolutions, LLC - EVP, Chief Cloud Officer

• Frequent speaker for AICPA, CalCPA and numerous 
accounting industry groups and conferences

• Named one of Accounting Today’s 100 Most 
Influential People in Accounting 22 times

• CPA Practice Advisor – 2011-25 “Top 25 Thought 
Leader,” Hall of Fame Inductee – 2020

• LA Business Journal Top 100 Accountant - 2022
• AKA “Inspector Gadget”



    (www.rklesolutions.com) 
Helping small and mid-sized organizations transform their 

finance and accounting department
ERP sales and consulting for 25 years
100+ employees in 22 states
Sage Intacct awards
Rookie of the Year (2012)
President’s Club (2014, 2015, 2017, 2019-2020)
Momentum Partner (2015)
Premier Partner (2015 – 2024)
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Key Facts About RKL eSolutions, LLC

2800 50
STATES
with Sage Customers

115

23
Colleagues 
Nationwide

Serving our Customers
YEARS O

VE
R

Sage Clients Nationwide

AWARD-WINNING EXPERTISE
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Agenda • Themes / Drivers
• Device tech
• Companies
• Gadgets
• Robotics
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Themes / Drivers
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Artificial Intelligence: 
Developments & Implications
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• Only 4% of finance 
leaders say firms are 
‘maturing and scaling’ 
generative AI use

• Meanwhile, more 
than half (52%) of the 
surveyed finance 
executives said their 
teams were planning 
or piloting generative 
AI deployments 
addressing annual 
planning and 
forecasting.





PA G E  15

Quantum Computing



Quantum Computing

• Next generation of computing
• Rely on the laws of quantum 

mechanics (weird behavior of 
particles at a subatomic scale) to 
process information. 

• Currently, too small, too difficult to 
maintain and too error-prone to 
compete with today's best classical 
computers. 

• Many experts expect quantum 
computing will one day overtake 
classical computing for specific tasks.



Google “Willow”

• Chip addresses two major 
problems with quantum 
computers

• Google claims Willow can 
reduce quantum computing 
errors "exponentially."

• "The more qubits we use in 
Willow, the more 
we reduce errors

• Can Do in 5 Minutes What Would 
Take Other Computers 10 
Septillion Years



IBM Quantum Nighthawk 

• 120 qubits 
• Avail – Late 26
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Microsoft’s 
Majorana 1

• Announced Feb-25
• World’s first Quantum 

Processing Unit (QPU) 
powered by a Topological 
Core, designed to scale to 
a million qubits on a 
single chip.

• Quantum Computing Is 
'Years, Not Decades' Away



Q-Day

Marks the day when 
quantum computing 
advances to the point 
that it can break the 
encryption methods 
safeguarding most of 
the Internet.



PA G E  21

Tariffs



Impact of 
Tariffs

• Cloud Computing Costs (Azure/AWS)
• NVIDIA Chips (AI Accelerators, GPU 

Hardware)
• Amazon (Echo, Ring, Kindle)
• Apple (iPhones, iPads, MacBooks)
• Microsoft (Surface and Xbox)
• Samsung (Supplies Semiconductors for many 

products)
• Intel (Raw Materials and Components)



Consumer 
Technology 
Association

(Image credit: Consumer Technology Association (CTA))



PA G E  24

Device Technology



AI Hardware
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Processor Types
• CPU (central processing unit) – not optimized for 

AI tasks

• GPU (graphics processing unit) – most common 
AI hardware; often several hundred times 
faster than CPUs

• Purpose-built for AI/ML
• TPU (tensor processing unit) – ASIC (application-specific integrated 

circuit) developed by Google specifically for accelerating machine 
learning tasks related to neural networks; uses Google's 
TensorFlow software.

• NPU (neural processing unit) – specializes in the acceleration of 
machine learning algorithms, typically by operating on predictive 
models. Prevalent in AI-enabled devices like smartphones and 
Internet of Things (IoT) gadgets.
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What is an AI PC?
• AI PCs - artificial intelligence integrated at a base 

level, via chip or software, that allows users to 
access machine learning tools without the need to 
go online or access external tools.
• Specialized hardware can handle AI tasks, run machine 

learning models, and optimize system performance. 
• Local processing reduces latency and increases energy 

efficiency. 
• AI PCs use AI behind the scenes to improve performance, 

cooling, and battery life. 
• AI PCs can automate repetitive tasks & enhance 

productivity
• AI PCs benefit creative industries, gaming, and everyday 

productivity by offering real-time enhancements, 
smoother gameplay, and personal assistant capabilities. 
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Qualcomm Snapdragon X Elite
• Built for AI
• Best-in-class processing across CPU, GPU, NPU and micro NPU

• Qualcomm® Oryon  CPU
• Adreno  GPU
• Hexagon  NPU
• Qualcomm® Sensing Hub

• Capable of running generative AI LLM models over 13B 
parameters on-device with blazing-fast speeds

• 45 NPU TOPS (trillions of operations per second) all-in-one 
system on a chip (SoC)

• 5G and Wi-Fi 7 support
• Multiple days of battery life
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Apple M5
• Optimized for AI and graphics

• 10-core GPU core w/ dedicated Neural Accelerator in 
each core

• 4X peak performance vs M4

• Initially avail in: MacBook Pro, iPad Pro, Apple Vision Pro 
headset 



Bluetooth 6.1

• Released May-25
• Increased device privacy: Randomizing the 

timing of address changes makes it much more 
difficult for third parties to track or correlate 
device activity over time

• Improved power efficiency: The Bluetooth 
Randomized RPA Updates feature offloads the 
address change operation to the Controller, 
helping conserve battery life
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WiFi 7
• 802.11be EHT (Extremely High Throughput)
• Still uses 2.4GHz, 5GHz, and 6GHz radio bands
• Multi-Link Operation (MLO) technology

• Allows devices to simultaneously send and receive 
data over multiple radio bands to create a single 
aggregated connection. Faster throughput, reduced 
latency and allow data to flow unimpeded by 
network traffic or interference.

• Fast! 
• Projected peak data rates of Wi-Fi 7 is 46Gbit/s, 4.8 

times faster than Wi-Fi 6/6E and almost 6x faster 
than Wi-Fi 5. 

• Slightly faster than the 40Gbits/s delivered by a 
Thunderbolt 3/4 connection. 

• Available: Now



HDMI 2.2
• Significant increase in throughput
• Better support for

• Virtual, augmented & mixed 
reality

• Commercial applications
• Latency Indication Protocol (LIP) – 

improved audio & video 
synchronization

• Approaches DisplayPort 2.1 (80 
Gbps) capabilities 

• Requires new cables
• Available: now
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Companies

35





Nvidia

• Founded in 1993 – focused on 
graphics-based processing

• Today - multi-trillion dollar 
supplier of AI hardware & 
software (took only 180 days 
to go from $1T to $2T in 2023)

• Owns >80% of AI chip market
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Nvidia

• H100
• Hopper series
• 9th generation data center GPU (graphics 

processing unit) chip 
• Designed specifically for artificial 

intelligence (AI) applications
• 80 billion transistors (6x more than 

predecessor A100 chip)
• 144 streaming multiprocessors
• Lead time for H100 servers is 36-52 weeks 

due to shortages & demand
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Nvidia

• B200
• Blackwell architecture 
• “Built to democratize trillion-parameter AI”
• 208 billion transistors
• Reduces cost and energy consumption by up to 

25x over an H100
• Example: Training a 1.8 trillion parameter model would 

have previously taken 8,000 Hopper GPUs and 15 
megawatts of power, Nvidia claims. 2,000 Blackwell 
GPUs can do it while consuming just four megawatts.

• Approx cost - $30K
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OpenAI
• Company info

• Founded Dec-2015

• Valued at $500B

• Projected FY25 revenue: $13B

• 17% of AI market share

• Volume (Jul-25)

• ChatGPT now handling 2.5 billion 
prompts every day, with 330 million 
daily queries coming from the U.S. 
alone

• ChatGPT-5 (Aug-25)

• Deeper Cognitive Abilities: engineered for 
deeper, context-aware reasoning, enabling it to 
handle highly complex, multi-step problems 
and “think deeply when you need it to.”

• Reduced Hallucinations: Enhanced 
truthfulness and reliability make GPT-5 “less 
prone to hallucinations and pretending to 
know things,” a persistent challenge in large 
language models.

• Agentic & Coding Proficiency: now supports 
agentic workflows with improved end-to-end 
coding skills, more usable code, better design 
output, and augmented debugging capabilities. 
It can generate full front-end UIs from minimal 
input and execute long chains of tool calls 
autonomously.
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OpenAI
• Versions

• GPT-5 - full-capability reasoning 
model, used in both ChatGPT and 
OpenAI’s application programming 
interface (API) for high-quality general 
tasks

• GPT-5 Pro - enhanced version with 
extended reasoning and parallel 
compute, designed for use in complex 
enterprise and research environments. 
It provides more detailed and reliable 
answers, especially in ambiguous or 
multi-step queries .

• GPT-5 Mini is a smaller, faster version of 
the main model, optimized for lower 
latency and resource usage. It is used as 
a fallback when usage limits are reached 
or when minimal reasoning suffices.

• GPT-5 Nano is the most lightweight 
variant, built for speed and efficiency in 
high-volume or cost-sensitive 
applications. It retains reasoning 
capability, but at a smaller scale, making 
it ideal for mobile, embedded, or 
latency-constrained deployments



Open AI
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• Open AI Search
• Full launch/avail – Feb-25

• AI-powered search engine integrated 
directly into ChatGPT, designed to 
combine traditional web searching 
with generative AI. 

• Fetches up-to-date information and 
presents it with natural-language 
context and source citations

• Handles over 1 billion search 
interactions per week, with 400+ 
million monthly active users 
interacting via ChatGPT

• Study Mode

• Released July 29, 2025

• Designed to transform ChatGPT into an 
effective learning tool tailored to 
active engagement rather than AI 
shortcutting 

• Encourages Socratic questioning, 
reflection, progressive scaffolding 
across sessions, reducing outright 
answer giving 

• Built in collaboration with over 40 
educational institutions; helps position 
OpenAI in direct competition with 
Google's Gemini for Education



Open AI
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• ChatGPT Agent

• Launched July 17, 2025

• Enables ChatGPT to autonomously 
perform complex tasks using a 
virtual environment and built-in 
toolset. 

• Tasks include booking restaurant 
reservations, shopping, generating 
slide decks and spreadsheets, 
writing code, and more—across 
user apps like calendars, Gmail, and 
file systems



Open AI
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• ChatGPT Agent

• Unified toolbox: It features a visual 
browser for human-style navigation, a 
text browser for quick parsing, a 
terminal for code, and API connectors 
for apps like Gmail and GitHub.

• Virtual isolation: It works within its 
own virtual computer, preserving the 
context of your task even when 
switching between tools.

• Permission first: The agent always asks 
for permission before any big moves 
like submitting forms, spending money, 
or sending emails, allowing you to 
jump in, pause, or redirect anytime.

• Iterative workflow: You can jump in and 
interact with the agent mid-way as it 
works, clarifying instructions, changing the 
task, or requesting progress summaries 
without losing progress.

• Performance Edge: ChatGPT agent has 
scored high on tough tests, like 41.6% on 
expert-level questions or 27.4% on hard 
math problems, often outperforming older 
models.

• Real-World Applications: In a business 
context, it automates tasks such as 
updating financial sheets or booking team 
events. For personal use, it can plan and 
book your entire itinerary or schedule 
appointments.
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Open AI
• ChatGPT Atlas (Oct-25)  

• Generative AI-powered web 
browser

• Support for MacOS avail now. 
Windows, iOS and Android 
operating system support 
"coming soon“

• Includes tabs, bookmarks, 
extensions and incognito mode, 
but adds popular ChatGPT 
functions and features 
throughout.

• Agent-mode built in
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Open AI
• Sora  2

• OpenAI social media video 
generation app

• “AI Deepfake fever dream”

• Better than Midjourney v1 and 
Google Veo 3

• High resolution, synchronized audio 
and surprising creativity w/ “cameo” 
mode (insert anyone’s likeness into a 
scene).  
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Open AI
• Future?  

• OpenAI’s conversational AI has grown 
to handle a volume equivalent to one 
sixth of the world’s largest search 
engine.

• AI generated answers already 
reducing the number of ad clicks, 
directly undercutting Google revenue 
($307B total revenue / $175B from 
search)

51



Microsoft
Artificial Intelligence

• Integrated across entire ecosystem, including 
industry-specific (healthcare, manufacturing, etc.) 
AI models

• Custom AI chips – part of broader strategy to 
control and optimize every layer of its 
infrastructure, from silicon to software

• Azure Maia – Accelerator chip specifically 
designed for AI tasks and generative AI. It helps 
power services like Microsoft Copilot and Azure 
OpenAI Service

• Azure Cobalt - Arm-based processor, tailored for 
general-purpose compute workloads in the 
Microsoft Cloud

• Phi-4 models



Microsoft
Phi-4 SLM (Small language model)

• Compact, but capable alternative to larger 
models

• Open Source

Versions

• Phi-4 (Dec-24) – 14B parameters

• Phi-4-mini-instruct (Feb-25) – 3.8B

• Phi-4-multi-modal (Feb-25) – 5.6B



Microsoft
Artificial Intelligence

• Integrated across entire ecosystem, including industry-
specific (healthcare, manufacturing, etc.) AI models

• Custom AI chips – part of broader strategy to control and 
optimize every layer of its infrastructure, from silicon to 
software

• Azure Maia – Accelerator chip specifically designed 
for AI tasks and generative AI. It helps power services 
like Microsoft Copilot and Azure OpenAI Service

• Azure Cobalt - Arm-based processor, tailored for 
general-purpose compute workloads in the Microsoft 
Cloud

• Phi-4 models

• AI-powered Copilot Mode in Microsoft Edge
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Microsoft
Artificial Intelligence

• Integrated across entire ecosystem, including 
industry-specific (healthcare, manufacturing, etc.) 
AI models

• Custom AI chips – part of broader strategy to 
control and optimize every layer of its 
infrastructure, from silicon to software

• Azure Maia – Accelerator chip specifically 
designed for AI tasks and generative AI. It helps 
power services like Microsoft Copilot and Azure 
OpenAI Service

• Azure Cobalt - Arm-based processor, tailored for 
general-purpose compute workloads in the 
Microsoft Cloud

• AI-powered Copilot Mode in Microsoft Edge

• Agentic AI – GitHub Copilot coding agents and Windows 
AI Foundry.  

• Copilot Tuning – allows businesses to train AI models 
using their own company knowledge, for more accurate, 
domain-specific tasks

• Mixed Reality & Metaverse - AI integrated 

• Copilot+ PCs – Surface Pro and Surface Laptop

Claude to replace OpenAI in Office 365 (Sep-25)

Azure Boost - designed to improve storage and networking 
speeds

Majorana 1 - World’s first Quantum Processing Unit (QPU) 
powered by a Topological Core



https://copilotstudio.Microsoft.com 



Microsoft Copilot+ PC
• State of the art processors – 

40 TOPs (trillions of 
operations per second)

• All day battery life
• Connectivity to LLMs in 

Azure cloud with SLM local 
processing, powering Recall, 
Cocreator and Live Captions 
functionality
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Surface Laptop – 13 inch (Copilot + PC)
• Processor - Snapdragon® X Plus (8 Core)

• Display – 1920 x 1280 (178 PPI), refresh rate up 
to 60Hz

• Memory - 16 GB or 24 GB

• Storage - 256 GB to 1 TB

• Battery life - Up to 16 hours

• NPU - Qualcomm® Hexagon  with 45 TOPS

• Network - Wi-Fi 7Ports - 2 x USB-C®/ USB-A 3.1

• Available: Jul-25

• Pricing: starting at $999
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Surface Pro - 12 inch (Copilot + PC)
• Processor - Snapdragon® X Plus (8 Core)

• Display - 2196 x 1464 (220 PPI), refresh rate up 
to 90Hz

• Memory - 16 GB

• Storage - 256 GB up to 512 GB

• Battery life - Up to 16 hours

• NPU - Qualcomm® Hexagon  with 45 TOPS

• Network - Wi-Fi 7Ports - 2 x USB-C®/ USB 3.2

• Available: Now

• Pricing: starting at $799



Google

62

• AI Mode - Gemini 2.5 integrated into 

• Workspace (Docs, Gmail, Meet)

• Search, powering AI Overviews



AI Overviews
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Google
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• AI Mode - Gemini 2.5 integrated into Search, 
powering AI Overviews

• Gemini 2.5 Pro / Flash

• True Universal Assistant

• Understand context, make plans, simulate real-
world scenarios
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Google
• Pixel 10

• August launch

• 10, 10 Pro, 10 Pro XL, 10 Pro Fold

• Tensor G5 chipset

• Enhanced AI and Improved Camera

– Real time translation on phone calls, in users 
own voice

– Camera coach

• Android XR “Spectacles”

• Hands free Camera and Voice Assistant

67

• AI Mode - Gemini 2.5 integrated into Search, 
powering AI Overviews

• Gemini 2.5 Pro

• True Universal Assistant

• Understand context, make plans, simulate real-
world scenarios

• AI Tools

• Stitch: Transform concepts into user interfaces

• Jules: Autonomous coding assistant that 
integrates with GitHub



Google Android XR glasses ($299-$499)

• Equipped with cameras, microphones, and 
speakers, enabling hands-free interaction 
with your favorite Android apps. 

• Real-time language translation, turn-by-
turn navigation, and context-aware 
assistance. An optional in-lens display 
provides private, on-demand information.

• Leverage Gemini, an AI assistant that 
understands your surroundings and 
provides proactive help. For example, you 
can:

• Translate languages in real-time.
• Schedule events, manage tasks, and recall 

saved information.
• Access directions or summaries of messages 

without reaching for your phone



Google Veo 3 
• Announced at Google I/O 2025 in 

May 2025 - comes with significant 
quality advancements over 
previous versions.

• Google’s newest video AI model 
produces high-quality videos with 
synchronized audio, including 
background sounds and character 
dialogue. It understands prompts 
well, turning text stories into 
video clips. Available now for 
Ultra subscribers in the U.S. and 
enterprise users on Vertex AI



“Bad Actor” AI
• GPT-4o is 82% more persuasive than humans, and 

AIs can now read emotions
• 2024 George Washington University quantitative 

scientific analysis:
• Significant threat - daily occurrence by the 

middle of 2024
• by 2026, 90% of online content will be 

generated by computers without human 
intervention

• Little doubt AI will soon be the greatest manipulator of 
opinion that the world has ever seen. It can act at 
massive scale, tailoring an argument to each individual, 
in a cohort of millions, while constantly refining its 
techniques and strategies. It'll be in every Twitter/X 
thread and comments section, shaping and massaging 
narratives society-wide at the behest of its masters. And 
it'll never be worse at manipulating us than it is now.



Deep Fakes
• Microsoft VASA-1 - https://www.microsoft.com/en-

us/research/project/vasa-1 
• Alibaba Institute for Intelligent Computer – Audio2Video Diffusion 

Model - https://humanaigc.github.io/emote-portrait-alive/ 





In short:
• ChatGPT creates
• Gemini analyses
• Copilot executes



Apple
• OS renaming and redesign

• “MacOS26, iOS26….” year based for all 
devices

• Merging design across devices.  Based 
on Vision OS elements

• iPhone Series 17

• iPhone “AIR”

• A18 / A19 (Pro) Chipsets – Incremental 
performance

• Display upgrades – 120Hz ProMotion



75



76



77



Apple
• OS renaming and redesign

• “MacOS26, iOS26….” year based for all 
devices

• Merging design across devices.  Based 
on Vision OS elements

• iPhone Series 17

• iPhone “AIR”

• A18 / A19 (Pro) Chipsets – Incremental 
performance

• Display upgrades – 120Hz ProMotion

Health and Life Integrations

• AirPod Pro 3 to focus on in-ear heart rate 
and temperature sensing, possible real 
time language translation  (late 2025?)

• Apple Watch – 5G and Blood Pressure 
monitoring

• HomePod – Smart Home Hub w/ 
integrated display

Apple Intelligence



79



80



PA G E  81

Apple Intelligence
• Available beginning w/ iOS 18.1
• Compatible with iPhone 15 Pro & iPhone 16, iPad Pro & 

iPad Air (M1 or better)
• Initial features include:

• Writing Tools
• Siri enhancements, including product knowledge, more 

resilient request handling, new look and feel, more natural 
voice, the ability to type to Siri

• Clean Up in Photos – eliminate unwanted objects
• Create a Memory movie in Photos
• Natural language search in Photos
• Notification summaries
• Reduce Interruptions Focus
• Intelligent Breakthrough & Silencing in Focus
• Priority messages in Mail
• Smart Reply in Mail and Messages
• Summaries in Mail and Messages
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Perplexity
• Offer to buy Google Chrome browser (Aug-25)

• $34.5B (twice the value of Perplexity)!

• Comet AI Browser (Launched July 2025)

• Perplexity’s first AI-powered web browser

• Intended as an agentic browser, functions like 
an executive assistant (Comet Assistant) —
automating calendar entries, emails, and 
simple job functions for early adopters 

• Compare and summarize multiple open tabs

• Product updates (Fall-25)

• AI Patent search

• Live flight status

• Expanded sports league coverage

• Language learning on iOS

• Slack connector

• Real time currency conversion 

• Free AI models

• Sonar – in-house, optimized for real-time, 
web-grounded answeres
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Perplexity
• Focus on legal, finance, travel & education

• Strategic Partnerships

• Snap 

• Samsung

• Gannett / USA TODAY Network

• SAP

• Nvidia

• Paypal/Venmo

• Motorola

• Texas A&M

• Wiley



Samsung
•Perplexity AI to replace Google Gemini

•One UI8 Beta

• Integrated Software  / Automation 
platform

• Multimodal, personalized AI Agent

•Wearables

• Galaxy Ring 2 in development (2026+?)

Galaxy S25 Innovations and Design 
Changes

• S25 Edge (Europe) w/ slim 5.8mm 
profile, titanium, 200MP camera, 
SnapDragon 8 Elite chipset

• S25 FE (Fall 25) – budget version w/ 6.7” 
screen, 50 MP camera, larger 4,700mAh 
battery.  Chip: (Exynos or MediaTek?)

• S26 Ultra – Thinner Design? May reduce 
or eliminate camera “bump”…. 
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Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 7
• Screen: 

• Outer - 6.5” / 2,316 by 904 pixels / 120Hz refresh rate
• Inner - 8” / 2,160-by-1,856 / 120Hz refresh rate

• Snapdragon 8 Elite processor
• 200-megapixel main camera and a telephoto lens with 3x optical 

zoom, in addition to the existing 12-megapixel wide-angle lens
• Flex Mode: utilize bottom corner of screen as trackpad
• RAM: 12GB
• Storage: 256GB-1TB
• Wi-Fi 6E / Bluetooth 5.3 
• 5G - mmWave and Sub-6 5G 
• 4 colors
• Price: Starts at $1,999
• Available: Now
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Samsung Galaxy Z Flip 7
• Display:

• Outer - 3.4” across / 748 by 720 pixels
• Inner - 6.9” / 2,520 by 1,080 pixels / 120Hz refresh rate

• RAM: 8GB
• Storage: 256-512GB
• Battery—4,300mAh
• Wi-Fi 6E, Bluetooth 5.3
• 5G - mmWave and Sub-6
• 4 colors
• Price: Starts at $1,100
• Available: Now
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Samsung Galaxy Watch 8
• 40 mm / 44mm 
• Display: 1.34” or 1.47”, 480-by-480-pixel Super AMOLED, 3,000-nit
• OS: Android Wear OS
• Accelerometer, Heart Rate Monitor, GPS, Blood Oxygen Monitor, 

Pedometer, Barometer, Temperature Sensor, Gyroscope, ECG, Light 
Sensor

• Google Gemini built-in
• Memory: 2GB
• Storage: 32GB
• LTE connectivity
• Battery life: 26 hrs
• Colors: 2
• Price: $349 / $379
• Available: Now
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Samsung Galaxy Watch Ultra
• 47mm 
• Display: 1.5”, 480-by-480-pixel Super AMOLED
• OS: Android Wear OS
• Accelerometer, GPS, Heart Rate Monitor, Blood Oxygen 

Monitor, Temperature Sensor, Pedometer, Gyroscope, 
Barometer

• Memory: 2GB
• Storage: 32GB
• LTE connectivity
• Battery life: 46 hrs
• Price: $650
• Available: Now



Anthropic
• Company info

• Founded 2021

• Valued at $183B

• Projected FY25 revenue: $5B

• 2nd largest AI company behind 
OpenAI

• Models

• Claude Sonnet 4.5 (Fall-25)
– Upgraded model that delivers 

improved coding, math, and 
instruction-following

– Touted as the world’s best coding 
model, with multi-step reasoning, 
able to maintain autonomous 
workflows for nearly seven hours 
straight, outperforming previous 
versions in long-duration coding tasks 



Anthropic
• Claude Gov (June 5, 2025)

• Specialized variant tailored for 
U.S. defense and intelligence 
agencies, with relaxed guardrails 
enabling more specialized tasks 
such as threat assessment and 
classified document analysis. It’s 
already deployed in several top-
tier government agencies

• Financial Services (Jul-25)

• Unveiled a Claude interface for 
finance, consolidating data from 
PitchBook, Morningstar, and 
Daloopa to support analysts with 
seamless, multi-source market 
insights. This marks the 
company’s first major vertical AI 
product



xAI
• Grok 4 & SuperGrok Heavy (Jul-25)

• Grok 4

– Flagship language model, marketed as the 
“smartest AI in the world” and 
benchmarked ahead of Google Gemini and 
OpenAI’s o3 in reasoning tests

– New voice interface (“Eve” voice) with 
enhanced realism and conversational style.

– Supports real-time camera input: users can 
point their camera and receive live scene 
analysis and insights during voice chat

• Grok 4 Heavy (aka SuperGrok Heavy)

• Available via a $300/month subscription with 
multi-agent reasoning and enterprise-grade 
capabilities 

• Features a system called DeepSearch, which 
crawls the web and X (formerly Twitter) to 
gather real-time information and generate 
detailed summaries

• Colossus - built by xAI in Memphis, now 
expanded to over 150,000 H100 and H200 
GPUs, aiming to scale toward 1 million GPUs

• Tesla integration



Amazon
•Artificial Intelligence

• Amazon app now features AI-powered shopping 
assistants, helping customers find products more 
efficiently.

• Predictive Procurement - leveraging AI-driven 
procurement tools to optimize supply chain efficiency.

• AI-Powered Fulfillment Centers - featuring advanced 
robotics and AI to improve efficiency and safety.

• AI Package Spotlight System - new AI-driven system 
helping delivery drivers locate packages faster, reducing 
errors and delays.

• Removed all plastic air pillows from its delivery 
packaging, reinforcing its commitment to sustainability.

• Climate Pledge Fund Investments – investments in 
green technology startups to accelerate carbon-neutral 
solutions.

• AWS

• Amazon Nova Foundation Models - a new family of 
AI models available in Amazon Bedrock, designed 
for text, image, and video processing.

• Trainium3 AI Chips - next-gen AI chip, built for high-
performance deep learning and generative AI 
workloads.



• Amazon Q is a generative AI assistant that transforms how work gets 
done

• Products
• Amazon Q Business

• Makes generative AI securely accessible to everyone in your organization. Leveraging 
your own company's content, data, and systems,

• Amazon Q Developer
• AI-powered assistant for building, operating, and transforming software, with advanced 

capabilities for managing data and AI/ML. Amazon Q Developer goes beyond coding to 
help developers and IT professionals with all of their tasks— from coding, testing, and 
deploying, to troubleshooting, performing security scanning and fixes, modernizing 
applications, optimizing AWS resources, and creating data engineering pipelines



OpenAI/AWS – 
Strategic 
Partnership

• Nov-25
• Multi-year, strategic partnership
• OpenAI access to Amazon EC2 

UltraServers, featuring hundreds 
of thousands of chips, and the 
ability to scale to tens of millions 
of CPUs for its advanced 
generative AI workloads.

• $38B commitment
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Meta
• Meta AI App (Apr-25) – “Personal AI Assistant”

• Web or stand-alone app for iOS and Android

• Built on Llama 4

• Multi-modal – text, voice & image

• Voice-based duplex conversations

• Able to perform web searches, helping with 
research, recommendations, and staying up to 
date

• Includes a “Discover” social feed showcasing 
public user prompts and AI-generated responses.

• Defense Collaboration: EagleEye XR System

• Working w/ Defense Tech Firm Anduril

• XR based system to allow deep AI integration and 
enhance battlefield awareness and decision 
making

• VR Gaming: Continued Investment and Growth

• 100 VR titles, 200 more in development

• 30% growth in monthly headset usage in ‘24



META AI glasses ($299-$499)

• 12 MP ultrawide camera with 100° FOV for 
UHD photos and videos

• 2 discreet open-ear Bluetooth speakers and a 
custom 5-mic array

• 32 GB flash storage (1,000+ photos, 100+ 30s 
videos)

• Up to 8 hours of battery life on a single charge; 
up to 48 hours with fully charged carrying 
case.

• Send text or voice messages, make phone 
calls, take photos, real time translation 

• Transition lenses (indoors/outside). Rx lenses 
if needed

• Bystander privacy (capture LED)
• Meta AI app
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Sightful Spacetop Bundle - $899 (+$200/yr)

• AR Glasses (XREAL Ultra Air2)
• Software Subscription (SpaceOS)
• Prescription Lens options
• Can use w/o Internet for 7 Days
• Access to Enterprise Apps
• Toolbar Overlay
• NO Computer Included – Windows 

11 / AI Powered PC Laptop 
Required



XREAL ONE PRO AR - $649

• Video display AR glasses
• Gaming, watch movies, extended 

desktop display
• Theater/Shade/Clear modes
• X1 Chip – No software required (USB-C)
• Sony 0.68” Micro OLED
• 3 Degrees of Freedom (Tracking)
• 147” Spatial Screen, 57 Degree Field of 

View
• 3MS Ulta Low Latency
• Bose Audio



PLAUD Note
• AI note taker
• Record / Transcribe / Summarize
• Transcription

• Included - 300 min/mo.
• Pro Plan – 1200 min/mo. $8.33

• 64GB memory
• 30 hrs continuous recording 
• Supports 112 languages / 97% 

accuracy
• Magsafe
• 1.04 oz
• $159



PLAUD NotePin
• Wearable AI note taker – Powered 

by Plaud Intelligence
• Record / Transcribe / Summarize
• Transcription

• Included - 300 min/mo.
• Pro Plan – 1200 min/mo. $8.33

• 64GB memory
• 20 hrs continuous recording 
• Supports 112 languages / 97% 

accuracy
• $159



Open AI
• Acquisition of Jony Ive’s io

• Acquired hardware company io in May-
25, founded by former Apple designer 
Jony Ive, for $6.4–6.5 billion to develop 
new AI-native hardware devices 
distinct from smartphones/PCs 

• “Ambient” AI companion device (no 
screens) that blends OpenAI’s software 
with elegant hardware design.

• Natural conversational communication

• Compatibility with smart home 
systems, wearable technology, and 
workplace tools
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Stream Ring

• Augmentation Tool
• Consists of a ring and a companion app on 

your phone
• Wear the ring on your dominant index finger, 

raise your hand slightly when inspiration 
strikes, press the tiny touchpad and speak 
softly

• Stream creates notes inside the app
• $249 (pre-order)
• Avail: Summer-26
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Iyo One 

• GenAI earbuds
• Filter out unwanted (background) 

noise
• Real-time translation
• Workout coach
• All day battery life
• Price - $599 (WiFi), $699 (cellular) – 

no monthly subscription
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Humanoid Robots



NVIDIA Jetson Thor

• “Robot brain" AI computer 
with real-time decision-
making

• Multiple AI models 
simultaneously

• 2,070 TFLOPs
• $3,499
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Tesla Optimus
• Requires teleoperation today, 

i.e. software still being 
developed

• SpaceX sending to Mars
• Avail: 2026



Boston Dynamics

• Products
• Atlas humanoid robot (concept)
• Spot “dog”
• Stretch

• Commercial use:
• Inspection
• Warehouse automation
• Fleet management

• Avail: Now

• https://bostondynamics.com 



Honda Asimo

•  High-level postural 
balancing

• External recognition
• Autonomous behavior
• 4.3 ft tall
• 40 min (walking)
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Kepler Forerunner K2

• General-purpose humanoid 
robot

• 1-hour charge, 8-hour use
• Commercial focus

• Inspection
• Automated production line
• Warehousing & logistics
• High risk environments

• Avail: Now



Unitree R1
• Four feet tall
• 55 lbs
• One hour activity per charge
• WiFi 6 / Bluetooth 5
• Camera, mic & speakers
• Doesn't have dexterous mitts, i.e. 

can’t grip and manipulate objects
• Focus: research & education

• $6K



1X Neo
• Performs numerous household 

chores: fold laundry, run a vacuum, 
tidy shelves, bring in the groceries. It 
can open doors, climb stairs and 
even act as a home entertainment 
system.

• Able to lift up to 154 pounds and carry 
55 pounds

• 4-hour run time
• Built in LLM
• $20,000 or $499/mo - $200 deposit
• Avail: 2026



Amazon – Robot workforce

• Amazon plans to automate roughly 75% of its 
fulfillment tasks, replacing human pickers and 
packers with robots. 

• Analysts estimate this could make 500,000 to 
600,000 warehouse jobs redundant over the 
next decade.

• Robots promise not only faster order 
processing but also fewer workplace injuries. 

• Morgan Stanley projects that robotics could 
save Amazon about $10 billion annually by 
2030.
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• AI embedded/arriving in virtually all applications (tax, audit, CRM, Zoom, file storage, 
etc.) and devices (laptops, smart mobile, etc.)!  

• Generative AI
• Available in virtually all browsers
• Pay for a service, or two
• Use daily 
• Innovation team / lunch-n-learns / hack-a-thon

• Consider your own (horizontal/vertical) use cases 
• Greatest challenge
• Impact on the business
• Ideal solution
• Lather-rinse-repeat

• Be proactive!  Let’s Go!  

Next steps…



Thank You for Joining!
David Cieslak, CPA.CITP, GSEC
EVP, Chief Cloud Officer
Email: dcieslak@rklesolutions.com
Phone: 717.409.8835

Connect on Twitter & LinkedIn:
     :@dcieslak
      : linkedin.com/in/davidmcieslak
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